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I will leave it at that. 
Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 

there is another historical point worth 
making. None of us were here, we were 
all too young, but we have all read 
about the Bay of Pigs in 1961 in Cuba. 
For some of the younger people listen-
ing that do not know what the Bay of 
Pigs was, it was a failed effort to in-
vade Cuba back in 1961. Lives were lost, 
and it was seen as a dismal policy mis-
take. John Kennedy had every reason 
politically to say this was a plan con-
ceived by the previous President. He 
had every reason to say that this was 
something my CIA director foisted on 
me, this was something I did not want 
to do, and the military pushed it down 
my throat. He could have fired a num-
ber of people. 

President Kennedy said something 
that is worth repeating. He said, ‘‘I am 
the responsible officer of the govern-
ment. Defeat is an orphan, victory has 
a thousand fathers.’’ That rings across 
the last 43 years. Defeat is always an 
orphan. It is something that happened. 
I did not do it; it happened. It is always 
something that no one wants to claim. 
Whereas victory, everyone wants to 
share in that and say, I did my part, 
you did your part. 

We come back again to the same 
place. What I think so many of our peo-
ple want is enough humility from up 
high, enough humility from the throne 
that we can conceive the possibility of 
error. 

World War II is a wonderful analogy. 
We got some things wrong in World 
War II. The greatest President of all 
time, in my opinion, Franklin Roo-
sevelt, signed the order that led to the 
internment of Japanese Americans. A 
Supreme Court that consisted of some 
of the finest jurists we have ever had 
approved that internment of Japanese 
Americans. We all know that was per-
fectly wrong now. 

If men as great as Franklin Roo-
sevelt and Robert Jackson and Hugo 
Black could be that wrong, maybe it 
should occur to us today that some of 
the individuals who sit in circles in 
power today could be wrong. Again, 
there is a lesson about humility to be 
learned there. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
was just enjoying listening to the gen-
tlemen talk. I want to clean up a cou-
ple of things that were mentioned. The 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK) 
mentioned that now we want to make 
sure that our soldiers have the equip-
ment that they need, we want to make 
sure that the vehicles are up-armored 
and they have the vests and the plates 
to go into the vests and everything 
else. 

We have gotten so caught up in the 
fact that we want to get it to them, we 
forget to ask, you are telling me we 
went to war and we did not have our 
troops properly equipped? Lack of prep-
aration. 

In the Defense appropriations bill 
that we just passed out of the House, 
we reimbursed parents or whoever for 

people, parents who paid for vests for 
their kids. I mean, you have to be kid-
ding me. We had to reimburse parents 
that paid for their protective vests for 
soldiers in Iraq. 

The general that testified about the 
prison abuse said that there were a 
couple of problems, major problems. 
One, lack of training. One, lack of su-
pervision. To me, after almost 2 years 
on the Committee on Armed Services 
and a layman, civilian, lack of training 
and lack of supervision to me means we 
do not have enough troops there. If you 
are not training them properly, you do 
not have enough people to train; and if 
you are not supervising them properly, 
you do not have enough people to su-
pervise. I think that is basic common 
sense to say this group has not pre-
pared us for this war. 

One other thing I would like to say 
because some young people are prob-
ably sitting at home listening to this, 
remember as soon as President Clinton 
got in office, there were always inves-
tigations, investigating this, 
Travelgate, Nannygate, this gate and 
that gate. They were always inves-
tigating the man. Why? The House and 
the Senate were Republican. The White 
House was Democrat. We are now in a 
one-party rule system. The House is 
controlled by the Republicans, the Sen-
ate is controlled by the Republicans, 
the White House is controlled by Re-
publicans. I am not saying that they 
are always wrong, and I am not saying 
that we are always right. All I am say-
ing is when there is one-party rule, we 
cannot subpoena people out of this 
House because the gentleman from 
California (Mr. WAXMAN) from the 
Committee on Government Reform is 
not the chairman of the committee. 

b 1745 

If he was the Chair of the committee, 
we could subpoena some of these people 
who wear the suits and bring them be-
fore committees in the House and have 
them sit and tell us what happened and 
why and make sure we are starting to 
hold people responsible for their ac-
tions. 

That is just what I want to say to the 
American people, is you cannot have 
one party rule the whole government. 
It is unhealthy for the institutions; it 
is unhealthy for the country. 

There is no balance right now. There 
is no one overseeing what is going on. 
We get fed a line from somebody like 
this, and no one can stand up and ques-
tion it. That is not a good way to run 
your country. This country was found-
ed on all the different aspects, the 
branches and everything else, in order 
to bring some balance to these institu-
tions we have. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FEENEY). Members are reminded to ad-
dress their remarks to the Chair and 
not to the television audience, and to 

refer to other Members in debate only 
in the third person, by State designa-
tion. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF HON. FRANK R. 
WOLF TO ACT AS SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE TO SIGN ENROLLED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 
THROUGH JUNE 8, 2004 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following commu-
nication: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, June 3, 2004. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable FRANK R. 
WOLF to act as Speaker pro tempore to sign 
enrolled bills and joint resolutions through 
June 8, 2004. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the appointment is ap-
proved. 

There was no objection. 
f 

THE CASE FOR A SPECIAL 
RELATIONSHIP WITH CHINA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. KIRK) is recognized for 60 
minutes. 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘China is a 
sleeping giant. Let her lie and sleep, 
for when she awakens, she will aston-
ish the world,’’ wrote Napoleon Bona-
parte. I would like to title this speech 
‘‘The Case for a Special Relationship 
With China.’’ 

Great nations almost always miss 
important changes outside their world. 
Such errors threaten their future in 
ways they never dreamed. History also 
has examples of leaders who saw chal-
lenges early and responded well. 

The leaders of Great Britain’s late 
empire entirely missed the rise of the 
United States. Britain suffered years of 
combat in World Wars I and II before 
their American allies joined the fight. 
During both wars, the British Empire 
teetered in the balance. Conversely, 
President Truman wisely perceived his 
challenge in the Soviet Union and re-
sponded well. His actions contributed 
mightily to the winning of the Cold 
War. 

In the 19th century, not everyone 
missed the rise of the United States. As 
early as 1835, Alexander de Tocqueville 
saw in the future clearly when he 
wrote, ‘‘Americans are already able to 
make their flag respected. In a few 
years, they will be able to make it 
feared.’’ 

Looking from Westminster across the 
Thames River in 1870, the British Em-
pire’s leaders did not share de 
Tocqueville’s view. It was an easy mis-
take for them to make. Queen Victoria 
presided over the largest economic 
block on Earth. In the glare of an em-
pire where the sun never set, her min-
isters largely ignored the significance 
of their American cousins. 

Well-schooled leaders of the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office were dis-
tracted by a number of small wars at 
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